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ATARI 


Applying The Atari 


by Jeff Brenner 

Hello 1985! 1984 brought 
some more rough times to 
Atari. First there was the 
realization that profits were 
gone for good. Then there was 
Atari’s typical management 
confusion followed by massive 
layoffs and more layoffs. Later 
in the year, Jack Tramiel, the 
former president of Com¬ 
modore who killed Atari in the 
first place, bought the com¬ 
pany with its multi-million 
dollar debt from Warner Com¬ 
munications. In Ws efforts to 
consolidate Atari, more layoffs 
were made and Atari divisions 
around the country were shut 
down. Even Atari’s famed toll- 
free telephone number was 
eliminated. Then we witness¬ 
ed more layoffs and still more 
layoffs. By the end of the year, 
I would guess that Atari 
employed maybe five workers, 
a telephone operator and 150 
lawyers. 

Atari has told us that they’ll 
be bringing out new 16-bit and 
32-bit machines with in¬ 
credibly low prices this year. 
Well, I can’t even be 100% 
certain that Atari will still ex¬ 
ist by the time you read this. 
Let’s think positively, though, 
and hope that Atari will be 
able to change things around in 
1985. 

Last month we concluded 
with Program Perfect, a 
routine to prevent typing errors 
in programs entered from this 
column. This month we’ll 
learn how to use Program 
Perfect and we’ll test it on a 
program dedicated to the new 
year. Before we do that, let’s 
take a look at the reader mail 
and some new books. 

Reader Mail 

There are two errors in the 
first ATARI disk directory pro¬ 
gram (August). First, the line., 
6 IF FILE$(5,16) = ^TREFT' 
THEN 8, blows up with an 
ERROR message! It should be 
IF FILE$(5,8) = ^TREE ." Se¬ 
cond, the DIM FILE$(15) is 
too short and you lose the size 
of files in sector count. I would 
suggest DIM FILE$(99 ). 

Tom Snow 
W. Lafayette, Indiana 

You’re absolutely right, and 
I apologize for the error. As 


you suggest, line 6 could be 
changed to: 

‘ IF FILE$(5,8) = “FREE” 
THEN 8 

However, this will cause the 
program to stop if it happens 
to encounter a file name such 
as “AZFREEZE.BAS.” The 
line should have read: 

IF FILE$(5,16) = “FREE 
SECTORS” THEN 8 

The “SECTORS” was omitted. 

You’re also correct in stating 
that FILE$ is not dimensioned 
at a large enough value. It 
should have been dimensioned 
at 17 for proper operation. Any 
larger value, such as 99, will 
work as well. Following is the 
complete corrected routine: 

1 REM DIRECTORY 
PROGRAM 

2 DIM FILE$(17) 

3 OPEN #1,6,0,“D:L*” 

4 INPUT #1:FILE$ 

5 PRINT FILE$ 

6 IF FILE$(5,16) = “FREE 
SECTORS” THEN 8 

7 GOTO 4 

8 CLOSE #1:END 

Those of you with DOS III 
should change line 6 to: 

6 IF FILE$(5,15) = “FREE 
BLOCKS” THEN 8 

since this DOS works with 
blocks instead of sectors. 

/ am using the Atari 
assembler-editor cartridge and 
want to combine two source 
files I have created separately. 
When I use ENTER, it loads in 
the second file, but erases the 
first. Any ideas? 

A. Robinson 
New York, New York 

Yes. In BASIC, the ENTER 
command will merge a pro¬ 
gram with the program re¬ 
siding in memory . When using 
the assembler/editor, you must 
tack on a “,M” for merging 
files. For example, to merge 
SOURCE.ASM with a source 
code already in memory, use: 

ENTER #D:SOURCE.ASM,M 
for disk or ENTER #C:,M for 
cassette. 

Books 

I received two books for the 


Atari from Little, Brown and 
Company (Boston, MA) which 
might interest you. The first is 
Lets Learn BASIC—a kid’s in¬ 
troduction to BASIC program¬ 
ming on ATARI home com¬ 
puters by Ben Shneiderman 
(194 pages, softcover, $8.95). 
Intended for eight through 14 
year olds, adults interested in 
learning BASIC should find it 
equally helpful. The book 
discusses the PRINT com¬ 
mand, the INPUT command, 
the FOR-NEXT loop, the IF- 
THEN statement and other 
BASIC commands in a 
relatively straightforward 
style. The random and integer 
functions are described, as well 
as strings and variable arrays. 
However, the Atari’s graphics 
and sound, which the young 
appreciate the most, are not 
covered. Other versions of this 
book are available for IBM, 
Commodore 64, and Apple 
users. 

Home Applications and 
Games for the ATARI Home 
Computers by Timothy P. 
Banse (134 pages, softcover, 
$14.50) contains 31 short 
BASIC programs such as 
Checkbook Balancer, Home 
Inventory Log, Trip Cost 
Tabulator, and games such as 
Beowulf versus Grendel, and, 
of course. Ghost Town Vam¬ 
pire Girls. Some are useful, 
though others seem to be there 
to take up space. The book 
shows how each program 
works by explaining important 
lines, and listing the variables 
used. The author offers a disk 
of all the programs for $9.95. 
If you lay out the $14.50 for 
the book. I’d suggest spending 
another $9.95 for the disk to 
save you the time of entering 
the programs. 


Using Program Perfect 

Now we'll learn how to use 
Program Perfect, which was 
listed here last month. If you’re 
new to Computer Shopper and 
did not get last month’s issue, 
send me a self addressed 
stamped envelope for a listing 
of this program. 

If you haven't entered last 
month’s program yet, why 
not? If you have entered it, 
check it over a few times and 
make sure there are no 
mistakes. A mistake in a pro¬ 
gram which checks other pro¬ 
grams is bad news! 


Since last month. I’ve made 
a few minor improvements to 
the program, so change lines 
30000, 30070, 30020, 30250 
and 30260 to the following: 


four-line program. Before you 
do anything, though, SAVE it 
to cassette or diskette. Since 
Program Perfect erases itself 
from memory after it helps you 


30000 CLR:CLOSE #l:CLOSE 

#2:N1 = 1:N2 = Nl + N1:N84 = 84:N85 = N84 + N1:N39 
= 39:N65 = 65 


30070 POKE 702,64:POKE694,0:GET #N2,N:IF N = 126 
AND I>N1 THEN PRINTGHR$(30);“ - ”;CHR$(30);:I = 
I-Nl:GOTO 30070 


30220 POSITION N2,10:PRINTCHR$(156);LN$(5,LEN 
(LN$)):PRINT :PRINT :PRINT CHR$(157);“CONT” 

30250 T = NL:POSITION N2,10:INPUT #Nl;LN$:FOR 
I = Nl TO LEN(LN$):T = T + ASC (LN$(I,I)) 30260 IF T 
650 THEN T = T - 650 


You must make these changes 
for the program to be compati¬ 
ble with the codes we’ll be 
entering. Note that in effect, 
CLR:CLOSE #l:CLOSE #2 is 
added to line 30000 while 
N676 = 676 is deleted, POKE 
702,64:POKE 694,0: is added 
to line 30070, CHR$(156); and 
a PRINT : are added to line 
30220, T = NO is changed to 
T = NL in line 30250, and the 
two N676s in line 30260 are 
changed to 650s. 

Now Program Perfect 
should be ready to use, and 
we’ll first test it with a short. 


enter a program, it is impor¬ 
tant that you save it before you 
use it. 

Following is the program we 
will enter with Program 
Perfect: 

CTJ 10 REM TEST OF PRO¬ 
GRAM PERFECT 
LAJ 20 PRINT “THIS IS A 
TEST ” 

WMJ 30 GOTO 20 
OJZ 40 END 


Continued on page “122 
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Continued from page 119 

Note the three letters to the left 
of each line number. This is the 
code used by Program Perfect 
to check the line for errors, and 
to determine the next line of 
the program for its automatic 
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line numbering feature. 

When you RUN Program 
Perfect, you are asked to enter 
the starting line. This is the 
first line of the program you 
are entering. Since the first line 
of our demonstration program 
is ten, enter 10 for this prompt. 
The line below will now show 



Seduction... 

more than a game! 


ATARI 400/800/1200 - 48K 1 DRIVE - REQUIRED 
TRS-80 MODEL I - 48K 2 DRIVE - TRSDOS 2.3 
TRS-80 MODEL III - 48K 1 DRIVE - TRSDOS 1.3 
TRS-80 MODEL 4P - 48K 1 DRIVE - TRSDOS 1.3 
SEDUCTION/1 AND SEDUCTION/2 • - $49.95 
SEDUCTION/2 MODEL III/4 AND 4P - $39.95 
SEDUCTION/2 ATARI 400/800/1200 - $34.95 
SEDUCTION/1 MODEL I/III/4 AND 4P - $29.95 
MODELS III/4 AND 4P* 

XX-RATED versions - Order #X6501 

ADULT VIDEO GAMEStm 

7325 y 2 Reseda Blvd. 

Suite 637, Dept. 8 

Reseda, Ca. 91335 X-RATED 


the following: 


The three hyphens preceeding 
the 10 are for the three-letter 
code. Type the code for line 10, 
CTJ. The display will now 
show: 

^CTJ10« 

The cursor will have moved 
past the line number to allow 
you to enter the line. Type in 
the remainder of line ten. The 
display should show: 

CTJ 10 RlEM TEST OF PRO¬ 
GRAM PERFECT* 

Press RETURN. Program 
Perfect will perform a few 
screen manipulations below 
the line you have entered as it 
cheeks the line for errors and 
places it in the computer’s 
memory as a real program line. 
You'll get a buzz with an “ER¬ 
ROR - TRY AGAIN" 
message if you've made a syn¬ 
tax error, or if the line does not 
check against the code. The 
line doesn't necessarily have to 
be in error; a mistake in the 
three-letter code will also trig¬ 
ger the error message. You'll 


THE BIGGEST & BEST SBC 


TheMega 
Super 
Computer 



The Maxi Computer 

★ 512K of D-Ram with Parity- 
Configurable as 8 Banks of 64K or as 
a high speed Electronic Disk 
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★ Hard Disk Interface, ST506, SASI or 
Priam 


System on Board 

★ Six Serial Ports - with hand shaking 

★ 48 Additional Ports on I/O expander 
BUS 

★ Math Chip (9511 or 9512) 
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★ Two Parallel Ports 

★ Z80B Runs at 4 or 5 MHZ 

★ RUNS/CPM/MPM and Turbodos 
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- CP/M 3.0 System 512K Bank 

- MP/M 2.1 System 384K auto-boot for console (16 users) 

- Turbodos 1.3, 128K (see Microsystem, Aug. 84) 

SPECIAL HALLOWEEN PRICES 

Total price for above systems $1099 — includes operating system and board 
Hard disk 20 megabyte package for all systems above $1995. 

All this on a multi layer card - with accurate documentation. 

Bare Board - with documentation & Firmware (PAL) — $200 
Users Manual — $25 

Wave soldered assembled board without.IC’s — $375 

xMEGACO. 

2248 S. Park Street, Madison, Wl 53713, (608) 255-7400 


have to re-enter the three-letter 
code, but the rest of the line 
will remain intact so you ma\’ 
correct it using the cursor con¬ 
trol keys. To erase the entire 
line and the code, press 
SHIFT-CLEAR. Program 
Perfect will not allow you to 
move the cursor out of its 
three-line entry area. 

If the line is entered correct- 
!ly, the program will 
automatically display the next 
line number of the program. 
Enter the codes and program 
lines for each line number that 
appears until the entire pro¬ 
gram is entered. 

Program Perfect allows you 
to use all abbreviations, such as 
GR. for GRAPHICS and G. 
for GOTO. However, do not 
use ? for PRINT or vice versa 
as the computer treats these as 
two different commands. The 
same goes for GOTO and GO 
TO. Use PR. as an abbrevia-. 
tion for PRINT, and stick to 
the one-word GOTO, as this is 
the only form that will appear 
in the programs in this column. 

You do not have to follow 
the exact spacing of the pro¬ 
gram line unless the spacing is 
within quotes. For example: 

10 PRINT “HELLO ":GOTO 
10 

can be entered as: 

10 PRINT “HELLO" : 

GOTO 10 

and you won’t get an error. 
But if you try to enter the 
following: 

10 PRINT “ HELLO ' 

GOTO 10 

\'ou'll get an error message. 

If you like to leave out all 
spaces (which, incidentally, 
does not save you any memory 


on the Atari) you could enter: 

10PRINT“HELLO":GOTO10 

and it will be accepted. But be 
careful of lines such as: 

lOIFA = BTHENGOTOlO 

as the computer will interpret 
BTHENGOTOlO as a single 
variable and will give you an 
error. In this case, you must 
put a space after the variable: 

10IFA = B THENGOTOlO 

This does not only apply when 
\’ou are using Program Perfect, 
but whenever you are using 
Atari BASIG. 

After you enter the last line 
of the program (which has a 
three-letter code ending with a 
*Z"), Program Perfect will 
print “END OF PROGRAM 
- STAND BY." It will then 
take about five seconds while 
it erases itself from memory 
and leaves you only with the 
lines you have entered. You 
can then list, save or run your 
program. 

What if you don't enter the 
whole program in one sitting? 
You can press BREAK and 
SAVE what you’ve already 
typed. Since Program Perfect is 
in memory, you will be saving 
it as well as the lines of the pro¬ 
gram you have entered. When 
you are ready to enter more of 
the program, simply LOAD it 
back in and type GOTO 30000 
(the beginning line of Program 
Perfect). Then enter the line 
number at which you left off 
for the “Starting number:" 
prompt and enter the f^st of 
the program. 

If you tried to enter the four- 
line sample program but 
couldn't, you’ve probably 

Continued on page 126 
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Continued from page 122 

made some mistakes in enter¬ 
ing Program Perfect. Re-check 
it carefully—make sure you’ve 
made all the changes that were 
mentioned previously. 
Remember to save any correc¬ 
tions you make to Program 
Perfect before you run it. 

New Year’s Program 



Now, how would you like a 
longer program with which to 
test Program Perfect? Our pro¬ 
gram for the new year is one 
which prints banners. You can 


use it to make giant “HAPPY 
NEW YEAR" signs if you 
want. It requires a printer and 
fan-fold paper. 

Enter the banner program 
with Program Perfect. If you 
are not using Program Perfect, 
ignore the three letters 
preceding each line number 
when you type the program. 
When you RUN the program, 
\ou are asked for the height. 
This is the height of each let¬ 
ter of the banner. Since the 
banner’s letters are printed 
sideways, an 80-column 
printer can produce letters 
which are 80 characters in 
height, so enter 80. If you have 
a 40-column printer, or if you 


want smaller sized letters, 
enter a smaller number. 

Next, you are asked for the 
length. This is the number of 
lines of characters which form 
the length of each letter. 24 is 
a typical value. Enter a greater 
or lesser number for wider or 
thinner letters. 

Now the prograln asks for a 
character. This is the character 
the printer will use to form the 
letters of the banner. An 
asterisk or the letter X are good 
choices. 

When the ‘‘ENTER 
MESSAGE’* prompt appears, 
enter what you want to be 
printed on the banner, such as 
HAPPY NEW YEAR. Your 


banner will be printed. 

Next time, we’ll learn where 
the banner program gets its 
characters from, we’ll enter a 
test/study program for teachers 
and students, and more. 

Readers' questions, comments 


and contributions are 
welcome. Address all cor^ 
respondence to: 

Jeff Brenner's 
' Applying the Atari" 
c/o Computer Shopper 
P.O. Box F 

Titusville, FL 32781 • 


EU 10 r^H BANNER PROGRAM 

UU 20 OPEN «1.4,0, "Px-'iDin A0( 100) ,S«(20) , Z«(20> ,C0(20) ,817) ,S(7> ,H<7> 

m 30 CS»PEEK(7S6)<2S6:F0R 1-0 TO 7sB(1)-INT<2^I^0.5)xS<1>«0:NEXT I 

If4 40 PRINT "HEIGHT (80) INPUT HtPRINT "LENGTH (24) "jt INPUT LsH«H/8sL«L/8 

UUJ 50 PRINT "CHARACTER («)";s INPUT 80x84(20)-80:80(2)«S0 

UN 60 Z0(1)«OIR0(32)xZ0(20)-CHR0C32)xZ0(2)-Z0 

UJ 70 Z0-Z0(l,H)x80-80(l,H)xPRINT "ENTER ME88AGE";:INPUT A0xFOR I-l TO LEN(A0) 
OSJ 80 D-ASC(A0(I,I))xINV-0xIF D>128 THEN D-D-128x INV-1 
TYJ 90 IF 0<32 THEN D-D^96xGOTO 110 
AU 100 IF D>96 THEN D-D+32 

KYJ 110 A-(D-32)«8xFOR C-0 TO 7x8(C)-0xNEXT CxFOR B-7 TO 0 8TEP -1 
«LJ 120 FOR T-7 TO 0 8TEP -lxPK«AB8(2^*INV-PEEK(T^C8-*^A)) 

FAJ 130 IF PK-B<B)-8(T)>-0 THEN S(T)«8(T)-*^B(B) xH(T)-lxGOTO 1S0 
URJ 140 M(T)-0 

SIJ 150 NEXT TxFOR 0-1 TO LxFOR J-7 TO 0 8TEP -IxlF H(J)-1 THEN PRINT «1|S0; 

UIJ 160 IF H(J)-0 THEN PRINT •l»Z0f 

NFZ 170 NEXT JxPRlNT «lxNEXT OxNEXT BxNEXT IxRUN 
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HUGTIBBS TI99I4A 2401 CLEAREMONT. ST. JOHN S 
SCHOOL. HOUSTON. TX 
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SAN ANGELO APPLE USERS GROUP S.A.A.G., 1322 
GREGORY OR .'SAN ANGELO. TX 76905 
SUN CITY 99/4A COMPUTER CLUB, PO BOX 6966 EL 
PASO TX 79906 

SUN METRO ATARI USERS GROUP (SMAUG), #516 9455 

VISCOUNT BLVD.. EL PASO. TX 79925 

TAMU UC CLUB, POB M 9. AGGIELAND. STATION. TX 

77664 

TEXAS SANYO USERS GROUP, C/0 21ST CENTURY CON 
CEPTS. P 0. BOX 741576. HOUSTON. TX 77274-1576 
THE NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF TRS II USERS, PO BOX 
14091. AUSTIN. TX 78761 

THE TRIANGLE 99’ERS. 5435 FANNET ROAD #15. BEAU¬ 
MONT. TX 77705. C/0 RAY DAUPHINIAS 
Tl PROFESSIONAL COMPUTER USER^ GROUP, PO BOX 
821094. DALLAS. TX 75382 
TRS-80 USERS GROUP, C/0 ALLAN EMERT. BOX 3912. 
ODESSA. TX 79760 

UTD RICHARDSON GRP, GREEN CTR RM 2 530. RICHARD 
SON TX 45080 

WICAT USER’S GROUP, PO BOX 7594. THE WOODLANDS. 
TX 77380 

WICHITA VALLEY TRS 80 USERS GROUP, (INCLUDES 
MODEL I. MODEL 3 AND COLOR COMPUTER). PO BOX 
4391. WICHITA FALLS. TX 76308. J. WESLEY B. TAYLOR. 
PRES. 


APPLE SLICE, PO BOX 11246. SALT LAKE CITY. UT 84147 
ATARI COMPUTER ENTHUSIASTS OF UTAH, 5522 SARAH 
JANE DR.. KEARNS. UT 84118 / 

UTAH COMPUTER ASSOCIATION, 378 E 9800 SO SAN 
DY. UT 84070 

VERMONT 

C^ USERS GROUP OF GREATER RICHMOND, 8720 COUR 
THOUSE ROAD. CHESTERFIELD. VA 23832 
RICHMOND HEATH USERS GROUP, 4302 SMITHDEAL 
AVENUE. RICHMOND. VA 23225 
VERMONT FIG, DON VANSYCKEL. RD 3. BOX 490. MID 
DLEBURY. VT 05753 


VIRGINIA 


AMRAD, PO DRAWER 6148. MCLEAN. VA 22106 
ARLINGTON VICTIMS (20/64), 4501 ARLINGTON BLVD.. 
ARLINGTON. VA 22204 

BATTLEFIELD USERS GROUP, PO BOX 5257 

FREDERICKSBURG. VA 22403 

CAPITOL AREA COMMODORE ENTHUSIASTS, 2312 

TANGLE VALE. VIENNA. VA 22180 

CAPITOL AREA COMMODORE USERS, 2054 EAKINS COUT 

RESTON. VA 22091 

CPRO USERS GROUP, NATIONWIDE DIVISION. PO BOX 

1474. WOODBRIDGE. VA 22193 

FEDERATION OF COMMODORE USERS SOCIETY, (FOCUS) 

4301 COLUMBIA PIKE #410. ARLINGTON. VA 22204 
FRANCONIA COMMODORE USERS GROUP, 6209 ROSE 
HILL DRIVE. ALEXANDRIA. VA 22310 
FREDERIKSBURG COMPUTER CLUB, PO BOX 1011 COL 
LEGE STATION. FREDERKSBURG. VA 22402 
GREATER RICHMOND AtARI SUPPORT PROGRAM, 8720 
COURTHOUSE ROAD CHESTERFIELD. VA 23832 
MICRO COMPUTER INVESTORS ASSOCIATION, 902 ANDER 
SON DRIVE. FREDERCKSBURG. VA 22405 
NORTHSTAR USERS GROUP OF METROPOLITAN 
WASHINGTON, D.C., C/0 WALTER WHITE. 6048 N 9th Street. 
Arlington. VA 22205 

PENTAF (PENTAGON), 9912 COLONY ROAD. FAIRFAX. VA 
22030 

OSIO(OHIO SCIENTIFIC) FOR VIRGINIA, MARYUND AND 
DC AREA. 6605 FISHER AVENUE. FALLS CHURCH. VA 
22046 

PIONEER COMPUTER USER’S GROUP, PO BOX 604. LEX 
INGTON. VA 24450 

RICHMOND HEATH USERS GROUP. C/0 CARLOS CHAFIN. 

4302 SMITHDEAL AVE.. RICHMOND. VA 23225 
RICHMOND TRS-80 USERS GROUP, 4115 HOPKINS RD 
RICHMOND. VA 23234 

SOC FOR APPLIED, 50 CULPEPPER. WARRENTON. VA 
22186 

TANDY COMPUTER USERS GROUP. PO BOX 2826 FAIR 
FAX. VA 22031 

THE APPLE RESOURCE TEAM. 400 N. MEADOW STREET. 
RICHMOND. VA 23220 

THE EPSON GAZETTE, 5140 APPLETREE DR.. ROANOKE. 
VA 24019 

THE LYNCH BURB MICRO COLOR USERS GROUP, 4717 
HERITAGE DR.. LYNCHBURG. VA 24503 00 CURTIS FINCH 
TIDEWATER ATARI USERS GROUP, C/O IRWIN LENTCHNER. 


PO BOX 9492. 154 E LIHLE CREEK RD . NORFOLD. VA 
23505 

TIDEWATER APPLE WORMS CLUB, 3025 VERDOME TER 
RACE. NORFOLK. VA 23509 

TIDEWATER COMMODORE USERS GROUP, 4917 
WESTGROVE RD.. VIRGINIA BEACH. VA 23455. C/O FRED 
MONSON 

TIDEWATER 99/4A USERS GROUP INC., 584 WATER OAKS 
RD . VA. BEACH. VA 23452 

TIDEWATER TRS-80 USER GROUP, PO BOX 10281 NOR 
FOLD. VA 23513 

WASHINGTON AREA C-64 (BURKE), PO BOX 93 MT VER 

NON. VA 22121 

WASHINGTON ARU C^ USERS GROUP, 7426 ELDORADO 
ST.. MCLEAN. VA 22201 

WASHINGTON DC AREA 99/4A USERS GROUP. PO BOX 

267. LEESBURG. VA 22075 

WASHINGTON DC AREA Tl HOME COMPUTER USERS 
GROUP. PO BOX 267. LEESBURG. VA 22075 
WAYNESBORO COMPUTER CLUB, BOX 573. WAYNESBORO 
VA 22980 

WASHINGTON 

APPLE, 6708 39TH AVE. SW.. SEATTLE. WA 98136 
APPU COBBLERS, AH: ROD TAYLOR. NORTH THRUSTON 
HIGH SCHOOL. 600 SLEATER KINNEY NE.. OLYMPIA. WA 
98506. (206) 456 7682 

CPM USERS GROUP, 803 EUCLID WAY. CENTRALIA. WA 
98531 

COMPUSERVE IBM PC S/G, 4910 43RD STREET NW. 
WASHINGTON. DC 20016 

FORT UWIS COMMODORE COMPUTER CLUB, QUARTERS 

2821 A. FORT LEWIS. WA 98433 

G.R.A.P.E., PO BOX 576. KEYPORT. WA 98345 

INTERNATIONAL COMPUTER SOCIEH (ICS), C 2665 BUSBY 

ROAD. OAK HARBOR. WA 98277 

INTERNATIONAL SOFTWARE SOCIETY, 2665 1250TH 

EAST.WHIPBEY ISLAND. WA 98277 

MEDICAL COMPUTER USERS GROUP, MADIGAN ARMY 

MEDICAL CENTER. TACOMA. WA 98431 

N.O.V.A., 421 W. 69th ST.. VANCOUVER. WA 98665 

NORTH STAR COMPUTER SOCIETY, PO BOX 311. SEAT 

TLE. WA 98111 

NORTHWEST COMPUTER SOC., POB 4193. SEATTLE WA 

98104 

OLYMPIA COMPUTER SOCIEH, 8540 MILL BIGHT RD. NE. 
OLYMPIA. WA 98506. AHN; CHARLEY S. HEATH 
OLYMPIA KAYPRO U.6., 6925 4th Way S.E.. Olympia. WA 
98503 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST HEATH USERS GROUP N'.N.H.U.G.), 

' C/o NATHAN A. HALL. PO BOX 993. BELLEVUE. WA 98009 
PUGET SOUND TRS 80 USERS GROUP, C/O BURIEN 
LIBRARY. 14700 6TH AVENUE S.W.. SEATTLE. WA 98166 
PUGET SOUND 99ER’S, TEXAS INSTRUMENTS USERS 
GROUP. PO BOX 6073. LYNNWOOD. WA 98036 
“R" ATARI GROUP, 1691 BEECH LANE. OAK HARBOR. WA 
98277 

SEAnU AREA TIMEX U.G., APT. 350.3501-88 SE. MERCER 
ISLAND. WA 98040. (206)236 0470 
SPOKANE MICROCOMPUTER USERS GROUP, C/O TOM 
BROWN. P.O. BOX 1753. SPOKANE. WA 99210 
(509)4827978 

THE CONSTANT SOCIETY, PO BOX 45513. SEATTLE. WA 

98105 

WASHINGTON ARU USERS GROUP, *TIMEX/SINCLAIR. PO 
BOX 6239. WASHINGTON. DC 20015. ATT: STEVE WYATT 
WENATCHEE VALLEY APPU COMPUTER CLUB, DAVE 
HOFFMAN. 535 HIGHLAND DRIVE. WENATCHEE. WA 98801 
Z-80 UNDERGROUND. 152 HARYU ROAD. LONGVIEW. WA 
98632 

WEST VIRGINIA 

CAPTAIN COMMODORE, C/O JIM C. POLING. JR.. POTOMAC 

STATE COLLEGE. BOX 303. KEYSER. WV 26726 

CLARKSBURG ARU COMPUTER CLUB. 107 BOYD STREET 

CLARKSBURG. WV 26301 

ECUG. P.O. BOX 2381. ELKINS. WV 26241 

MICRO SYSTEMS U.G., 14 EAST LINCOLN STREET. 

BUCKHANNON. WV 26201 

MOUNTAIN STATE COLOR COMPUTER USERS GROUP, PO 

BOX 1084. MORGANTOWN. WV 26507 
PERSONAL COMPUTER CLUB. 2107 CAPITOL DRIVE 
PARKERSBURG. WV 26101 

WISCONSIN 

COMAL USERS GROUP. 5501 GROVELAND TERRACE. 
MADISON. Wl 53716 

DURANT COMPUTER CLUB, 901 S. 12TH STREET. WATER 
TOWN. Wl 53094 

FOND DU UC COMPUTER CLUB (Tl). C/O BRUCE MUR 

RAY. PO BOX 1031. FOND DU LAC. Wl 54935 

FOX CITIES USERS GROUP (Tl), AHN. DAN KEATING. PO 

BOX 2277. APPLETON. Wl 54913 

GAL EUCTRONICS Tl USERS GROUP. C/O GENE OLIG 

ROUTE 3 FOND DU LAC. Wl 54935 

GREEN BAY 99ERS. C/O JOHN VANDERMUS. 124 S. IRWIN 

AVE.. GREEN BAY. Wl 54301 

MADARU 99ERS. C/O MARCIA SCHMIDT. 2118 HIGH 


RIDGE TRAIL. NO. 302. MADISON. Wl 53713 
MADISON COMPUTER SOCIETY, C/O J SCRENK. 3102 
ASHFORD LN.. MADISON. Wl 53713 
MENOMIN APPLE USERS GROUP. ALLEN KELSEY. SOFT 
WARE LIBRARIAN. 802 12TH AVE. E.. MENOMONIE 54751 
MIDWEST INTERACTIVE COMPUTER, RESOURCE 
ORGANIZATION (MICRO). 34 PLEASANTVILLE CT. AP 
PLETON. Wl 54911 

MILWAUKEE AREA 99ER, C/O JIM VINCENT. 2007 NORTH 
71ST STREET. WAUWATOSA. Wl 53213 
MILWAUKEE AREA COMPUTER. TECH. INST.. PEWAUKEE. 
Wl 53072 

MILWAUKEE AREA USERS GROUP, 2007 N 71st ST 
MILWAUKEE. Wl 53213 

ROCK 99 COMPUTER CLUB, C/O TOM SEWALL. N 2425 
CHAPEL DR.. WHITEWATER. Wl 53190 
SHEBOYGAN AREA USERS GROUP (Tl). C/0 AL FISCHER 
3431 N. lOTH. N0.302. SHEBOYGAN. Wl 53081 
THE EAU CUIRE ATARI USERS GROUP, 1406‘/2 MAPPA 
ST . EAU CLAIRE. Wl 54701 

Tl 99/4ALL USERS GROUP. C/O BOB ANDERSON. 1008 

MAIN ST.. EAU CLAIRE. Wl 54703 

WISCONSIN 99ER COMPUTER COUNCIL, C/O BRUCE MUR 

RAY. PO BOX 1031. FOND DU LAC. Wl 54935 

TRS-80 UG MADISON. 201 W. MIFFLIN. MADISON. Wl 

53703 

WYOMING 

THE APPLE NET. 2203 PARK AVE.. ORCHARD VALLEY 
CHEYENNE. WY 82007 

AUSTRALIA 

BLUE MOUNTAINS COMPUTER CLUB. Cl 6 HILLCREST 
AVE.. FAULCON BRIDGE NSW 2776 
KAOS, C/o DAVID ANNEAR. 49 MILLEWA CRES.. DALLAS 
VIC 3047 

OMEGA, C/O GEOFF COHEN. 72 SPOFFORTH ST„ HOLT 
ACT 2615 

T.LS.H.U.G.. PO BOX 595. MARRICKVILLE. N S W. 2204 
TASMANIAN USERS GROUP. CIO DAVID TASVER. Ill BASS 
HWY.. WESTBURY TAS 7303 
Tl USERS GROUP IN MELBOURNE, 59 LANDSTROM 
QADRANT. KILSYTH. VICTORIA 3137 

CANADA 

CHANNEL 99’ER USERS GROUP. C/O WENTWORTH SUP 
PLIES. P.O. BOX 1005. STATION A. HAMILTON. ONTARIO 
CANADA L8N3R1 

MICRO ORDINATEUR MILU-ILES. 673 CLAIREHE 

FABREVILLE. LAVAL QUEBEC H7P 2Y3 

MONTRUL TRS«) USERS GROUP. 1176 PHILLIPS PLACE 

SUITE 021. MONTREAL. QUEBEC. CANADA H3B 3C8 

NINE T NINE USERS GROUP. 55 CORDELLA AVE. TORON 

TO. ONTARIO. CANADA M6N2J7 

TILT, C/O G.H. Fortter. 93 SCOH ST.. TRENTON. ONTARIO 

CANADA K8V3B5 (613) 392 7935 

QUEBEC ASSOCIATION OES UTILISATEURS d’OR 

OINATEURS DU QUEBEC. C.P. 685 SUCC. H . MONTREAL 

QEBEC H3G 2M6 

QUEBEC/CANADA. ASSOCIATION OES UTILISATEURS 
D’ORDINATEUR DU QUEBEC, B P 122 SUCC F MONTREAL 
QUEBEC H3J 2K8 


APPLE USERS GROUP OF MUI. C/O BERT WILLIAMS. 47 
TUCKETT ST.. SAULT STE. MARIE. ONTARIO P6A 4G8 
CANADIAN COMMODORE COMPUTER CLUB (CCCC), C/O 
STRICTLY COMMODORE. 47 COACHWOOD PLACE NW. 
CALGARY. ALTA.. ALBERTA T3H1E1 
I.E.E.E. STUDENT BRANCH. COMPUTER CHAPER, C/O EE 
DEPT. UNIVERSITY OF WATERLOO. WATERLOO. ONTARIO 
N2L 361 

“SEE ALSO MICHIGAN’’ (SAULT STE. MARIE) 

TORONTO OHIO SCIENTIFIC. IDEAS UCHANGE, PO BOX 
29. STREETSVILLE. ONTARIO. ALBERTA L5M2B7 
TPUG (TORONTO PET USERS GROUP), 3 CLARET CT ISL 
INGTON. ONTARIO M9A 456 


GERMANY 

SENECASOn, C/o DIETER ECKHARDT. RUCKERSTSREET 
1. 4100 DUISBURG 14. W. GERMANY 

MEXICO 

MICROCOMPUTER CLUB, C/O ALFREDO BOZALI. FTE. DE 
QUIJOTE #5. MEXICO. 10. O F. 

PUERTO RICO 

COMMODORE USER’S GROUP OF PUERTO RICO^ CALLE 
16 3524 VILLA CAROLINA. CAROLINA. PR 00630 
(809)7622422 

THE VIC-20 USER’S GROUP, C/0 ROBERTO MORALES. JR.. 
655 HERNANOEX ST.. MIRAMAR. PUERTO RICO 00907 

TRINIDAD 

TRINIDAD ASSOCIATION OF COMMODORE OWNERS 
(TACO). C/O BRENT MUNDY. 118 MEADOW DR.. ORANGE 
GROVE. TACARIGUA. TRINIDAD 


The 

Dallas 

Quest 

by Richard E. DeVore 
Product: 

The Dallas Quest 
Producer: 

DataSoft, Inc. 

9421 Winnetka Ave. 

Chatworth, CA 91311 
Comfiuter: 

Performed on Atari 
Price: 

$39.95 

For all of us who have wat¬ 
ched the prime time show, 
Dallas, there is now a way to 
take part. No, not on televi¬ 
sion, but on your computer. 
DataSoft has released a 
graphics adventure that pits 
the player as a detective 
against good old J.R. As the 
player, I am tiying to locate a 
map which shows the location 
of a South American oil field 
that is worth millions of 
dollars. The opening scene is 
the living room of the ranch at 
Southfork. Sue Ellen has hired 
me to travel to South America 
and find a map of an oil field 
that was discovered by Jock 
Ewing just before he I 
have to go to nine different 
locations on Southfork in order 
to obtain various clues and ob¬ 
jects that will be needed as the 
story unfolds. Some will help 
me leave the ranch without b^ 
ing done in by J.R. or a giant 
rat. While doing this, I meet 
Lucy, but cannot ride off with 
her. Shucks! However, I do 
learn the location of the 
airfield. 

Continued on 
page 127 
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The most difficult problem 
that occurs while at the ranch 
is killing an enormous rat that 
thinks I would be tasty. To 
avoid this it is necessary to coax 
an owl out of a tree. If that 
works, the owl will eat the rat 
rather than the rat eatirig me. 
What a relief to see it fly across 
the screen I Once the rat is no 
longer a problem I take the 
shovel. Without that, I might 
not find the only way to get off 
of Southfork. 


The game has a SAVE 
feature which is advisable to 
use before you enter a 
dangerous situation. If you 
don't and are killed, you have 
to start over at the very begin¬ 
ning. Saving your journey can 
make the completion of the 
adventure less repetitive as you 
can load it back in and start at 
that point. 

Leaving Southfork, I find 
myself on a plane headed for 
South America. The sound of 
the jet engines seem to say 
“hurry, hurry,” but after one 
jump from the plane without 


Own your own 
computer supply 
business. 

DISK WORLD! 
will show you how. 


You probably know who DISK 
WORLD! is: our ads are scattered 
throughout this and every other major 
computer magazine. 

We’re one of the largest computer 
supply marketers in the country. 

And we want you! 

But, no matter how much we ad¬ 
vertise, we still can’t reach every com¬ 
puter user.. .but you can. 

We’re looking for people who want to 
run their own part- or full-time comput¬ 
er supply business. 

You’ll have our help. 

You won’t be alone. 

You’ll have the accumulated experi¬ 
ence, buying power and merchandis¬ 
ing skills of DISK WORLD! working 
with you. (And, if you don’t think that’s 
important, just remember this: 
eighteen months ago DISK WORLD! 
didn’t exist.. .and now we’re one of the 
largest distributors In the nation.) 

$24.95 gets you started. 

We’ll send you a complete business 
plan that tells you everything you need 
to know. 

It’ll cost you $24.95 + $3.00 ship¬ 
ping. 

But it’s risk-free. Read it for fifteen 
(15) days and if you decide this Isn’t for 
you, send it back. We’ll refund your 
money. 

If It is for you, you’ll knovy what to do 
next. 

• msKWORLbr ... 

|Suite480« 

I 30 East Huron Street 
j Chicago, Illinois €f0611 

I YES, I’m interested in the details of the 
[ DISK WORLD! independent resellers pro- 
I gram. Please send me my manual. 

I I understand that if I don’t like It, I can 
[ return it within 15 days for a full refund. 

I □ My check or money order for $27.95 is 
I enclosed 

I □ Charge my VISA or MASTERCARD 

I #_^___, 

I Exp_/__ 

I Signature: _ 

1 PLEASE PRINT LEGIBLY! 

1 Name:__ 

[Address: __ 


! City:__ State: ___ Zip:_[ 

{Phone: (_)_-__[ 

--- 
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the benefit of a parachute, I 
learned to take more time. 

As I travel down the jungle 
paths, I find that I am ^ad to 
have brought all of the items I 
found at the ranch. Each step 
seems to bring another obstacle 
to overcome. These include; 
monkeys, jaquars, anacondas, 
hippos (HIPPOS?), curtains, 
darkness, cannibals, spiders 
and of course J.R. It seems that 
he doesn't want me to find the 
map. 

Some clues bring obvious 
solutions to mind, but other 
times the answers are learned 
slowly and quite often the con¬ 
sequences are fatal if you guess 


wrong. It often takes more 
thought to solve most of the 
problems due to the unor¬ 
thodox solutions. But the 
magic words required are sim¬ 
ple, especially in situations 
when you are not sure of what 
to do to whom. Conquering an 
obstacle just adds to the excite¬ 
ment of anticipating the next. 

One inconsistency is the fact 
that hippos, elephants and 
lions do not live in South 
America. However, when the 
cannibals “request” that you 
perform a “feat of courage,” 
that fact never seems to come 
to mind. 

The graphics and playabili- 


Page 127 

ty are excellent. This is a game 
for people of all ages. It is one 
of the few that seem to have an 
appeal for the ladies as well as 
the men. I loaned the program 

to a friend of mine to get his 
reaction to it, hi$ wife and a 
friend spent many hours in 
solving it. Their daughter, who 
is seven, learned to play it and 
was quite enthralled. Playing 
this adventure will stretch your 
vocabulary as you try to find 
the correct synonym to unlock 
the mystery of each challenge. 
This is an adventure that the 
entire family can take part in 
solving and I highly recom¬ 
mend it. • 


Datasoft® Introduces Home 
Word Processing Letter Wizard™ 


Whether it’s writing a shop¬ 
ping list, a letter to your child’s 
teacher, planning a cottage 
business, or writing the next 
great American novel, easy-to- 
learn and use word processing 
can make the difference. 

Datasoft, Inc., a leading 
software manufacturer, is tak¬ 
ing the extra-simplicity ap¬ 
proach to home word process¬ 
ing software with the introduc¬ 
tion of “absolutely the simplest, 
most easy-to-use” word pro¬ 
cessing program specifically 


designed for the home user, 
called Letter Wizard. 

Most home-users are inti¬ 
midated by the complexity of 
existing software. The easy-to- 
perform creating, editing, and 
printing functions of this soft¬ 
ware program make the re¬ 
organizing, inserting, and 
deleting of information a sim¬ 
ple task. Any family member 
as young as early teens can, 
with Letter Wizard, easily per¬ 
form standard word processing 
functions as well as operate the 




THE BUYING SERVICE 


Business Software • Hardware • Peripherals 
No registration or fee • 2000 products available 






ABATl (DANA) LQ-ZOP.. 

C. rrOH 8510AP. 

MANN TALLY SPIRIT.. . 

OKIDATA 82A... 

OKIDATA 92P. 

PANASONIC KXP 1090. 
PANASONIC KXP 1091. 
SILVER REED EXP 400. 

TOSHIBA 1340. 

TOSHIBA 1351. 


. .365.00 ‘ Acer PARTNER (STAR). 257.00 

. . 337.00 BPl GEN ACCT. 375.00 

. . 275.00 EASYWRTIERII. 195.00 

. . 297.00 INFOSTAR. 239.00 

. . 419.00 lUS ACCT MODULES. 315.00 

.. 255.00 MULTIMATE. 259.00 

.. 305.00 OPEN SYS ACCT MODULES. . 389.00 

. . 297.00 VOLKSWRITER DELUXE. 170.00 

. . 755.00 WORDSTAR. 239.00 

. 1265.00 WORDSTAR PROF.. 345.00 


ANCHOR MK XII. 

HAYES 1200. 

HAYES 1200B. 

PROMETHEUS PRO 1200. 


. 245.00 GREAT lAKES 10MB HD.1120.00 

. 469.00 TALLGRASS 12MByte HD_2599.00 

. 395.00 TANDON 10MByte HD.955.00 

. 339.00 TECMAR 5.5 MB HD.1350.00 


AMDEK COLOR I PLUS.265.00 

AMDEK COLOR II PLUS.405.00 

TAXAN RGB VISION 1.285.00 

TAXAN RGB VISION III... . .389.00 

TAXANl^GB VISION 420.415.00 


AST RESEARCH SIXPAK + .... 259.00 
HERCULES GRAPHICS CARD . 325.00 

MS PREM SOFTCARD He.275.00 

PCP 128K RAMCARD/AP-DISK. 209.00 
STB RIO PLUS.269.00 


CORONA PC-22/PPC-22 2 360K dr, 256K RAM. .!.1949 00 

CORONA PCHD.2/PPCXT 1 360K dr, 256K RAM, 10 MByte HD.2995.00 

CORONA PB-400 2 360K dr, 512K RAM, 10 MByte HD.3699.00 

(ALL OF THE ABOVE INCLUDES MS-DOS, GW-BASIC, MULTIMATE, 

PC TUTOR, AND GREEN OR AMBER MONITOR, PB-400 GREEN ONLY) 

COMPUPRO-SYSTEM 816 SERIES.WRITE OR CALL 

EAGLE ■ 1620,1630,1640, SPIRIT XL.WRITE OR CALL 

NEC APC - HOI, H02, H03, H04.WRITE OR CALL 

TELEVIDEO - TPCl, TPC2,803, 804,806,816,1605.WRITE OR CAUL 


L '!'he SOFTWARF LlNF^" ) 


9 AM-5 PM (EST) 
MON.-THURS. 

9 AM-1 PM FRI. 
P.O. Box 891 
Dunedin, FL 
ap 342%.0891 


813 - 734-2844 

(Or write us for price quotes) 

PricM anbje^ to change without notice 


Shipping via 
UPS or USPS. 
Terms: Cashier’s 
check; certified 
check, or M.O. 
C.O.D. 20% downj 


easy-to-use format feature to 
print documents exactly as 
shown on the clear, unclut¬ 
tered screen. 

Additional benefits include 
Letter Wizard’s unique spell¬ 
ing checker that checks the 
spelling of more than 33,000 
words automatically, and has 
the ability to create an endless 
number of user-defined 
dictionaries. 

Included as an available op¬ 
tion is the data base form let¬ 
ter function that allows the 
user to create personalized 
form letters. The keyboard- 
driven system enables the com¬ 
puter to respond quickly and 
cleanly to the user’s pace 
because functions can be 
selected at the keyboard, thus 
eliminating the necessity to 
refer again to the menu for 
function selection. 

Designed to satisfy the grow- 
ing home word processing 
needs and suited to today’s 
family budget. Letter Wizard 
with the spelling checker sells 
for a suggested retail price of 
$74.95 and is available on 
Atari, Apple, and 
Commodore-64. 

For more information, con¬ 
tact Datasoft, Inc., 19808 
Nordhoff Place, Chatsworth, 
CA 91311. 

Mention that you read it in 
Computer Shopper. • 
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Indus FT Drive 3 free programs ... .$299 
Percom 176K Drive/Printer port .. ..$299 

Atari 1050 127K Disk Drive . $179 

Happy 1050 176K Disk Drive. $359 

Happy 810/1050 Enhancement. $179 

Atari 850 Interface. $119 

Atari 800XL 64K Computer .. $129 

Printers, Modems. Software. Etc. .. .CALL 


Call or write for price list 
Add 2% shipping. Excess Refunded 
Add 4% VISA/MC. Send check/MO to: 

DYSCOM COMPUTERS 
162 Plyley’s, Chillidothe, OH 45601 
614-772-6956 

































































